since the irruption in 1856, and they have been constrained to witness much that is highly discreditable and damaging to the cause in hand. If anything, therefore, can be asserted to prove a tendency to the better, I feel assured it will not be unacceptable. It is our habit to assume somewhat upon the genius and professional respectability of our English dentists, and propound the doctrine, that better than they do not exist, or at the least, they are equal to any others, let the locality be where it may?but although this comes out strictly true in many instances, upon the broad scale such assertions will not hold. Your excellent convention is a severe reproof to our disjointed condition, but I fear it will be along time ere the dentists of the United Kingdom will meet thus for mutual and general good, the profession here being more decidedly "split" than ever. Once we were apart because we did not know each other. Now we are asunder because we do know and cannot appreciate each other. This same understanding has taken some time to work out, and some ugly circumstances have turned up in the process. Unfortunately, in England we labor under the distinction of "class."
Those who have obtained a high position in their profession look for and demand a certain amount of respect, and as a rule that is best displayed by a deferential distance being rigidly maintained. They will not be dragged into contact with their inferiors, and he who makes the attempt is sure to meet with a repulse; nevertheless, " Ogni medaglio ha il suo reverso."
The College of Dentists still maintain their intention of applying to government for a charter, but I anticipate there will be a difficulty in obtaining it, now a door has been opened specially for the purpose they desire, in another direction.
The Metropolitan School is in full swing, and is likely to be well supported. 
